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WRITING TASK 1
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The pie charts show the cost of raising a child to the age of 18 in Canadian cities in two different
years.
Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make comparisons
where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.
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MODEL ANSWER 8.5
The pie charts show the various costs involved in raising a child to the age of 18 in Canadian cities in the years
1970 and 2014 expressed as a percentage of total expenditure.

The most striking thing about the charts is the similarity between them, with a little over 2/3 of total expenditure
in both taken up by the same three items in the same order – housing, food, transport – and with only marginal
differences in the percentages of each (32% to 33%, 23% to 19% and 15% to 13% respectively).

In other areas, however, there were significant differences, the most notable being the fivefold increase in education expenditure from 3% in 1970 to 15% in 2014. Similarly, the amount spent on health doubled from 4% to
8%.

In contrast, expenditure on clothing halved from 10% in 1970 to only 5% forty-four years later, and a fall of similar proportions was seen for miscellaneous items (13% to 7%).

Overall, these figures show that while the three main sources of childcare expenditure were almost identical in
1970 and 2014, there were significant differences in minor costs.

(184 words)
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MODEL ANSWER 8.5 - TASK ACHIEVEMENT
The pie charts show the various costs involved in raising a child to the age of 18 in Canadian cities in the years
1970 and 2014 expressed as a percentage of total expenditure.

The most striking thing about the charts is the similarity between them, with a little over 2/3 of total expenditure
in both taken up by the same three items in the same order – housing, food, transport – and with only marginal
differences in the percentages of each (32% to 33%, 23% to 19% and 15% to 13% respectively).

In other areas, however, there were significant differences, the most notable being the five-fold increase in education expenditure from 3% in 1970 to 15% in 2014. Similarly, the amount spent on health doubled from 4% to
8%.

In contrast, expenditure on clothing halved from 10% in 1970 to only 5% forty-four years later, and a fall of similar proportions was seen for miscellaneous items (13% to 7%).

Overall, these figures show that while the three main sources of childcare expenditure were almost identical in
1970 and 2014, there were significant differences in minor costs.
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MODEL ANSWER 8.5 - COHERENCE and COHESION
The pie charts show the various costs involved in raising a child to the age of 18 in Canadian cities in the years
1970 and 2014 expressed as a percentage of total expenditure.

The most striking thing about the charts is the similarity between them, with a little over 2/3 of total expenditure
in both taken up by the same three items in the same order – housing, food, transport – and with only marginal
differences in the percentages of each (32% to 33%, 23% to 19% and 15% to 13% respectively).

In other areas, however, there were significant differences, the most notable being the five-fold increase in education expenditure from 3% in 1970 to 15% in 2014. Similarly, the amount spent on health doubled from 4% to
8%.

In contrast, expenditure on clothing halved from 10% in 1970 to only 5% forty-four years later, and a fall of similar proportions was seen for miscellaneous items (13% to 7%).

Overall, these figures show that while the three main sources of childcare expenditure were almost identical in
1970 and 2014, there were significant differences in minor costs.
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MODEL ANSWER 8.5 - LEXICAL RESOURCE
The pie charts show the various costs involved in raising a child to the age of 18 in Canadian cities in the years
1970 and 2014 expressed as a percentage of total expenditure.

The most striking thing about the charts is the similarity between them, with a little over 2/3 of total expenditure
in both taken up by the same three items in the same order – housing, food, transport – and with only marginal
differences in the percentages of each (32% to 33%, 23% to 19% and 15% to 13% respectively).

In other areas, however, there were significant differences, the most notable being the five-fold increase in education expenditure from 3% in 1970 to 15% in 2014. Similarly, the amount spent on health doubled from 4% to
8%.

In contrast, expenditure on clothing halved from 10% in 1970 to only 5% forty-four years later, and a fall of similar proportions was seen for miscellaneous items (13% to 7%).

Overall, these figures show that while the three main sources of childcare expenditure were almost identical in
1970 and 2014, there were significant differences in minor costs.
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MODEL ANSWER 8.5 - GRAMMATICAL RANGE and ACCURACY
The pie charts show the various costs involved in raising a child to the age of 18 in Canadian cities in the years
1970 and 2014 expressed as a percentage of total expenditure.

The most striking thing about the charts is the similarity between them, with a little over 2/3 of total expenditure
in both taken up by the same three items in the same order – housing, food, transport – and with only marginal
differences in the percentages of each (32% to 33%, 23% to 19% and 15% to 13% respectively).

In other areas, however, there were significant differences, the most notable being the five-fold increase in education expenditure from 3% in 1970 to 15% in 2014. Similarly, the amount spent on health doubled from 4% to
8%.

In contrast, expenditure on clothing halved from 10% in 1970 to only 5% forty-four years later, and a fall of similar proportions was seen for miscellaneous items (13% to 7%).

Overall, these figures show that while the three main sources of childcare expenditure were almost identical in
1970 and 2014, there were significant differences in minor costs.
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